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"LET   US   HAVE    PEACE." 


AN  ADDRESS 

TO    THE    CITIZENS    OF    PENNSYLVANIA 
By  ''  Fair  Play.'' 


Citizens  of  Pennsylvania  : 

An  important  election  is  approaching.  In  a  short  time  we  will  be 
called  upon  to  cast  our  votes  for  one  or  the  other  of  the  two  great 
political  parties  of  the  country.  Let  us  examine  the  subject  and  decide 
which  party  deserves  our  support.  The  Republican  party  are  contin- 
ually announcing  themselves  as  the  true  friends  of  the  Union,  and 
charging  the  Democratic  party  with  being  the  cause  of  the  rebellion. 
Let  us  endeavour  to  discover  which  party  is  to  blame.  We  will  first 
examine  the  measures  of  the  Republican  party.  In  order  to  obtain 
a  correct  idea  of  the  effects  of  their  measures  on  the  peace  of  the  coun- 
try and  the  permanency  of  our  institutions,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
review  their  most  prominent  acts  some  years  back.  And  in  order  to  be 
as  brief  as  possible,  I  will  only  notice  such  as  were  calculated,  if  not 
intended,  to  produce  a  disruption  of  this  confederacy. 

I  will  first  call  your  attention  to  the  anti-slavery  movement  in  our, 
the  northern  churches,  which  resulted  in  dividing  a  portion  of  them, 
and  caused  them  to  be  known  afterwards  as  the  churches  North,  and  the 
churches  South.  During  this  controversy,  slave-holders  were  denied  com- 
munion in  these  churches,  and  so  matters  stood  up  to  the  war  of  the 
rebellion.     I  will  next  call  your  attention  to  what  is  called  the  personal 


liberty  bills,  enacted  by  the  legislatures  of  the  Northern  States.  The  one 
enacted  in  Pennsylvania  prohibited  state  judges  and  magistrates  from 
issuing  warrants  for  the  arrest  of  fugitives  from  labor,  and  also,  sheriffs 
and  constables  from  executing  such  warrants  under  heavy  penalties. 
The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  contains  the  following : — '^Article 
dth,  Sec.  Sd. — "  No  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State  under  the 
laws  thereof,  escaping  unto  another,  shall,  in  consequence  of  any  law 
or  regulation  therein,  be  discharged  from  such  service  or  labor  but 
shall  be  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or 
labor  may  be  due."  By  these  personal  liberty  bills,  the  plain  provisions 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  were  disregarded  and  nullified 
as  far  as  could  be  done  by  the  State  legislation;  and  when  southern 
men,  in  pursuance  of  their  constitutional  right,  came  to  Pennsylvania  to 
reclaim  their  fugitives,  they  were  sometimes  imprisoned  for  some  alleged 
breach  of  our  laws,  until  the  fugitives  had  time  to  escape;  sometimes 
inhumanly  beaten,  and  sometimes  murdered,  as  the  Chester  county  case. 
All  this  was  considered  meritorious  by  the  Abolitionists  who  seemed  to 
think  that  only  so  much  of  the  Constitution  should  be  obeyed  as  was 
favorable  to  their  projects,  and  no  more  ;  and  when  Democrats  pointed 
to  the  evil  consequences  of  disregarding  a  portion  of  the  Constituton, 
their  uniform  answer  was :  "  there  is  a  higher  law  than  the  Constitution." 

The  advocates  of  this  higher  law  doctrine  became  so  fanatical  as  to 
despise  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  country,  and  to  prefer  civil 
war,  a  separation  of  the  North  from  the  South,  or  the  entire  destruction 
of  this  government,  rather  than  that  their  favorite  project  should  not 
be  accomplished.  And  when  told  that  their  measures  were  likely  to 
bring  about  a  separation  between  the  North  and  the  South,  it  was  no 
uncommon  thing  to  hear  in  reply;  "they  wished  the  North  and  the  South 
were  separated."  Such  expressions  as  these  frequently  made  use  of  in 
stump  speeches,  in  the  newspapers,  and  in  private  conversations,  to- 
gether with  the  refusal  of  church  priviliges  to  slave-holders  in  some  of 
our  churches,  and  the  pains  that  were  taken  to  set  at  naught  that  por- 
tion of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  regarding  the  return  of 
fugitives  from  labor,  induced  the  southern  people  to  believe  that  the 
North  desired  a  separation,  and  would  willingly  let  the  South  go  in 
peace.  In  consequence  of  this  prevailing  opinion,  we  often  heard  of 
southern  men  having  said  that  they  would  wipe  up  all  the  blood  that 
would  be  shed  in  a  separation  between  the  two  sections,  with  a  pocket 
handkerchief;  some  would  say :  "I  will  agree  to  drink  all  the  blood  that 


will  be  spilled  in  the  separation  between  the  North  and  the  Pouth/' 
Some  of  the  Republican  newspapers,  the  New  York  Tribune  among 
others,  on  some  occasions  seemed  to  favor  peaceable  separation.  It  was 
next  discovered  that  the  Post  Offices  in  the  South  did  not  pay  what 
seemed  to  be  their  share  of  the  expenses  of  the  Post  Office  department, 
and  that  consequently  the  South  was  a  heavy  expense,  owing  the  North 
a  large  sum  for  their  postal  accommodations.  This  valuable  piece  of 
information  was  duly  heralded  by  the  newspaper  press  over  the  country, 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  great  evils  we  were  suffering  from  our 
connection  with  the  South,  and  pains  were  taken  to  show  how  much  we 
were  compelled  to  labor  for  their  support.  Republican  stump  orators 
frequently  became  eloquent  on  that  subject,  and  those  who  would  not 
join  heartily  in  this  out- cry  against  the  South,  were  held  to  be  lack- 
ing in  their  attachment  to  their  own  section  of  the  country,  and  cer- 
tainly, were  not  to  be  trusted  with  official  positions. 

Next  came  the  free-soil  doctrine.  The  advocates  of  this  doctrine 
were  mostly  those  who  had  figured  in  the  church  separations,  the  per- 
sonal liberty  bills,  and  the  denunciation  of  southern  people,  on  account 
of  their  Post  Office  unproductiveness.  This  doctrine,  although  man- 
ifestly contrary  to  fair  dealing  with  the  southern  people,  who  had  pre- 
cisely the  same  right  in  the  public  domain,  that  the  North  had,  became 
a  very  exciting  subject;  newspapers  were  filled  with  arguments  against 
allowing  the  southern  people  any  right  to  hold  slaves  in  the  new  terri- 
tories. The  discussion  of  these  questions  became  so  exciting,  that  in 
many  cases  the  clergy  descended  to  the  political  arena,  and  used  their 
pulpits  for  angry  political  harangues,  in  place  of  preaching  the  gospel 
of  peace. 

Against  all  of  theSe  measures,  the  Democratic  party  protested,  not 
because  they  had  any  friendship  for  slavery,  but  on  the  contrary  desir- 
ed to  see  it  abolished,  as  had  been  done  in  Pennsylvania.  Gradual 
emancipation,  by  State  authority,  was  the  Democratic  doctrine.  This 
peaceful  plan  which  had  abolished  slavery  in  all  the  Northern  States, 
without  bloodshed  or  endangering  the  government,  was  too  slow  a  pro- 
cess for  the  fanatics  of  the  Republica'h  party ;  other  measures  must  be 
adopted. 

These  anti-slavery  measures  of  the  North,  were  duly  heralded  in  the 
southern  newspapers,  and  begat  so  strong  a  pro-slavery  feeling  in  the 
South,  that  the  conservative  voice  of  the  Democratic  party  was  silenced 
by  the  jargon  of  the  Abolitionists  of  the  North,  and  their  counterpart, 


the  pro-slavery  men  of  the  South,  so  that  it  was  plain,  when  reason 
ceased  to  reign  in  both  sections  of  the  country,  war  must  be  the 
consequence. 

For  the  purpose  of  making  the  subject  more  clear  to  our  minds,  sup- 
pose, gentle  reader,  that  you  owned  the  southern  portion  of  this  country, 
and  I  owned  the  northern  portion,  and,  that  for  the  better  management 
of  all  our  interests  we  enter  into  partnership ;  each  know  what  stock 
the  other  has  to  put  into  the  firm;  you  of  the  South  have  cotton,  sugar, 
and  rice,  plantations,  slaves,  &c.,  &c.  I  of  the  North  have  manufactur- 
ing interests,  mineral  wealth,  farming  lands,  &c.,  &c.  We  get  along 
harmoniously  for  a  while,  and  accumulate  some  property  outside  the 
original  stock,  which  we  will  call  the  public  domain.  After  some  time 
I  tell  you  "you  are  a  criminal  in  the  eyes  of  Grod  and  man  -,  I  will  not 
permit  you  to  worship  at  my  altar.^'  You  would  naturally  say  :  "how  is 
this,  have  I  not  lived  up  to  my  bargain  3  how  have  I  incurred  your  dis- 
pleasure V  I  would  tell  you  that  you  tolerate  slavery  in  your  section. 
You  would  say  :  "did  you  not  know  it  was  there  when  we  entered  into 
the  partnership;  why  did  you  not  object  then;  having  consented  to  it 
then,  you  have  no  right  to  object  to  it  now."  I  will  say:  "I  will  disre- 
gard that  portion  of  our  agreement  which  required  me  to  return  your 
fugitives  from  labor."  Next  I  tell  you  that  "you  are  a  pauper;  you 
live  on  my  bounty ;  I  have  to  labor  for  your  support ;  you  owe  me 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  for  your  postal  accommodations. 
Next  I  tell  you,  that  you  shall  have  no  right  in  the  property  which  we 
have  accumulated  by  our  joint  exertions,  which  we  call  the  public 
domain;  I  will  take  all  of  that;  you  would  make  a  bad  use  of  it;  you 
would  establish  slavery  there."  What  answer  would  you  be  likely  to 
make  to  all  this  ?  I  think  that  you  or  any  other  spirited  man  would  say, 
that  "if  you  consider  me  so  great  a  criminal  in  the  eyes  of  God  and 
man,  that  I  cannot  be  permitted  to  worship  at  your  altar,  and  if  you 
will  disregard  that  portion  of  your  agreement,  requiring  the  giving  up 
of  my  fugitives  from  labor;  and,  if  you  consider  me  a  pauper;  that  I 
am  living  on  your  bounty;  that  you  have  to  labor  for  my  support;  and 
if  you  will  take  the  whole  of  the  property  which  we  have  accumulated, 
by  our  joint  exertions,  which  we  call  the  public  domain,  then  this  part- 
nership shall  be  dissolved,  and  I  will  take  my  stock  out  of  the  firm." 
That  is  secession. 

We  by  no  means  justify  secession,  but  draw  this  comparison,  for  the 
purpose  of  showing   that  the  course  of  the  Republican  party  could 


result  in  nothing  else  than  what  it  did  result  in — tbe  war  of  the  rebel- 
lion. During  all  this  time,  a  great  deal  was  said  about  Southern 
aggression.  What  that  Southern  aggression  consisted  in,  has  not  been 
defined,  and  is  not  likely  to  be,  for  the  simple  reason  that  there  was  no 
such  aggression ;  and  the  noise  made  about  Southern  aggression  was  on 
the  principle  of  one  who  had  committed  a  theft  running  with  a  crowd 
who  were  in  search  of  the  culprit,  crying  "  stop  thief."  It  may  be 
said,  and  with  much  truth,  that  many  who  gave  their  votes  in  support 
of  the  Kepublican  party,  never  intended  to  bring  about  the  rebellion; 
but  that  the  natural  result  of  the  measures  I  have  referred  to  would  be 
to  ca,use  a  rebellion,  is  as  certain  as  that  night  would  follow  day.  Gov- 
ernments are  made  to  last  for  ever,  but  we  know  that  they. do  not  last 
for  ever;  and  the  man  or  the  party  who  creates  dissatisfaction  in  a 
government,  weakens  the  government  just  in  proportion  to  the  amount 
of  dissatisfaction  that  may  be  produced.  But  if  any  man  thinks  that  the 
acts  of  the  Republican  party,  which  I  have  enumerated,  were  not  suffi- 
cient to  bring  on  a  war  between  the  North  and  the  South,  let  him  turn 
to  page  149  of  Helper's  book  called  the  Impending  Crisis,  and  .read  the 
following :  "  So  it  seems  that  the  total  number  of  actual  slave-holders, 
including  their  entire  crew  and  lickspittles,  against  whom  we  have  to 
contend,  is  but  three  hundred  and  forty-seven  thousand  five  hundred 
and  twenty- five.  A  gainst  this  array  for  the  defence  and  propagation 
of  slavery,  we  think  it  will  be  an  easy  matter,  independent  of  the 
negroes,  who  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  would  be  delighted  with  an 
opportunity  to  cut  their  masters'  throats,  and  without  accepting  of  a 
single  recruit  from  either  of  the  free  States,  England,  France  or  G-er- 
many,  to  muster  one  at  least  three  times  as  large  and  far  more  respect- 
able, for  its  utter  extinction.  We  hope,  however,  and  believe  that  the 
matter  in  dispute  may  be  adjusted  without  arraying  these  armies  against 
each  other  in  hostile  attitude.  We  desire  peace,  not  war ;  justice,  not 
blood.  Give  us  fair  play.  Secure  to  us  the  right  of  discussion,  the 
freedom  of  speech,  and  we  will  settle  the  difficulty  at  the  ballot  box, 
not  on  the  battle  ground;  by  force  of  reason,  not  by  force  of  arms. 
But  we  are  wedded  to  our  purpose,  from  which  no  earthly  power  can 
divorce  us.  We  are  determined  to  abolish  slavery  at  all  hazzards." 
Here  it  is  clearly  announced  that  they  have  determined  on  war,  unless 
the  South  does  the  bidding  of  the  Republican  party ;  but  if  any  thing 
more  is  wanted  to  show  the  provocation  used  to  bring  on  the  rebellion, 
let. the  reader  turn  to  page  155  of  the  same  book — is  recommended: — 
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to  its  circulation.  This  is  a  fair  sample  of  the  Republican  mode  of 
making  the  country  peaceful  and  happy,  by  arraying  one  section  against 
the  other. 

During  the  last  century  there  lived  in  this  country,  men  who  had 
something  to  do  with  driving  an  unruly  animal,  called  the  British  Lion, 
from  our  shores.  They  put  up  a  structure,  which  we  used  to  speak  of 
in  our  Fourth  of  July  orations  as  the  "  Temple  of  Liberty/'  It  was 
supposed  to  be  a  fine  building  at  the  time,  and  many  said  it  would  last 
forever — so  strongly  built;  and  its  foundations  were  so  well  laid. 
Among  the  builders  were  G-eorge  Washington,  Thomas  Jefi"erson 
and  James  Maddison.  Their  names  lately  have  nearly  gone  out  of 
print;  but  they  had  some  reputation  in  their  day,  until  .they  were 
discovered  to  be  slave-holders,  which  the  Republican  Congress,  by 
recommending  Helper's  book,  classed  them  with  cringing  lickspittles, 
who  should  only  be  recognized  as  ruffians,  outlaws  and  criminals. 
Abraham  Lincoln  discovered  a  fatal  defect  in  this  structure,  and  said 
it  could  not  stand  in  the  form  it  was  built.  The  Republican  patriots, 
such  a  Stevens,  Butler,  &c.,  &c.,  commenced  re-modeling  it  by  under- 
mining its  foundation.  Mr.  Seward's  "little  beU"  shook  the  walls 
some,  and  now  they  are  knocking  down  the  pillars  from  under  it.  The 
building  is  so  shattered,  that  it  is  not  likely  to  stand  much  longer, 
unless  some  men  who  have  more  regard  for  the  old  structure  get  charge 
of  it  soon.  Those  who  want  it  preserved,  should  look  to  it  at  the  next 
election.     How  the  fashions  have  changed. 

But  there  is  an  important  problem  to  solve.  Let  us  see  whether  the 
white  and  black  races  can  live  in  peace  together  on  an  equality.  His- 
tory teaches  a  lesson  on  that  subject.  When  our  Revolutionary  War 
was  ended,  General  La  Fayette  returned  to  France  with  his  army 
strongly  impressed  with  the  advantages  of  a  Republican  form  of  govern- 
ment. They  spread  their  opinions  over  France ;  the  result  was  a  revo- 
lution They  beheaded  their  king,  Louis  the  Sixteenth,  and  established 
what  they  called  a  Republic.  They  issued  a  manifesto  similar  in  some 
respects  to  our  Declaration  of  Independence,  stating  that  all  men  were 
created  free  and  equal.  They  went  honestly  to  work  to  carry  out  that 
idea.  The  island  of  St.  Domingo  was  at  that  time  a  French  colony,  con- 
taining a  large  number  of  negroe  slaves.  The  Chamber  of  Deputies  of 
France  fixed  a  price  on  these  slaves,  paid  their  masters  for  them,  and 
set  them  free.  The  island  still  continued  to  be  a  French  colony. 
Seven  years  after,  these  same  slaves  murdered  the  entire  white  race, 
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and  set  up  a  black  government  of  tlieir  own,  called  tlie  Republic  of 
Hayti,  afterwards  the  Empire  of  Soloque,  and  more  recently  divided 
into  contending  factions,  warring  against  each  otber  until  they  have 
almost  relapsed  into  barbarism.  Do  our  Republican  friends  desire  to 
produce  such  a  state  of  affairs  in  the  southern  portion  of  our  country  ? 
They  are  progressing  rapidly  in  that  direction ;  but  I  have  no  doubt 
they  will  laugh  at  those  who  predict  danger,  as  they  did  at  those  who 
predicted  war  when  they  were  driving  the  South  into  rebellion. 

It  may  seem  somewhat  strange  to  our  Republican  friends  that  they 
should  be  told  that  they  are  hostile  to  our  forni  of  government;  that 
they  are  exerting  themselves  to  destroy  it  and  build  up  a  centralized 
power  in  its  stead.  They  do  not  attempt  its  overthrow  at  once,  but 
their  measures  gradually  undermine  it  and  array  the  people  against  it. 
Let  us  examine  this  question,  and  in  doing  so  we  will  enquire  why  was 
Abraham  Lincoln  elected  to  the  Presidency  over  Stephen  A.  Douglas  ? 
Was  it  because  of  his  greater  ability  as  a  statesman  ?  No.  Stephen  A. 
Douglas  had  no  superior.  Was  it  because  of  his  more  perfect  knowl- 
edge of  public  business  ?  No.  Was  it  because  of  his  stronger  attach- 
ment to  our  form  of  government  ?  No.  It  was  simply  because 
Abraham  Lincoln  favored  disobedience  to  at  least  one  portion  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  That  is  the  true  cause.  Stephen  A. 
Douglas  was  a  supporter  of  the  entfre  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  Abraham  Lincoln  was  in  favor  of  disregarding  a  portion  of 
it.  Call  this  what  you  may,  it  is  revolutionary,  and  calculated  to  de- 
stroy all  respect  for  our  institutions.  Can  a  government  be  maintained 
in  that  way  ?  Suppose  one  State  refuses  to  conform  to  one  portion  of 
the  Constitution  and  another  refuses  to  obey  another,  and  a  third  dis- 
regards another  portion  of  the  Constitution,  how  much  of  that  instru- 
ment would  the  remainder  of  the  States  be  bound  to  obey  ?  When  the 
people  desire  to  amend  the  Constitution  they  have  a  right  to  do  so  in 
accordance  with  the  proper  form  ;  but  to  raise  up  a  party  in  open  hos- 
tility to  its  provisions,  as  long  as  it  is  the  Constitution,  is  revolutiona- 
ry and  rebellious,  and  this  places  the  Republican  party  of  the  North, 
and  the  Secessionists  of  the  South  in  the  same  boat;  the  only  difference 
which  can  be  made  between  them  is,  that  the  Republican  party  desired 
to  overthrow  only  one  portion  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  rebels  desired  to  be  rid  of  the  whole  thing  at  once.  That  the 
refusal  of  the  Republican  party  to  obey  that  portion  of  the  Constitution 
which  requires  the  return   of    fugitives  from    labor  had    much   to   do 
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with  making  the  southern  men  desire  a  separation,  is  certain.  Daniel 
Webster  understood  this,  and  in  a  speech  delivered  by  him  at  Capon 
Springs,  in  Virginia,  said  in  relation  to  that  subject :  "  I  am  free  to 
'say,  and  repeat,  that  if  the  North  will  refuse  to  execute  the  Fugitive 
Slave  law — the  South  will  no  longer  be  bound  by  the  compact.  A  bar- 
gain broken  on  one  side  is  a  bargain  broken  on  all  sides/'  It  is  not 
necessary  to  call  on  the  remarks  of  great  men  to  prove  this  ;  common 
sense  teaches  us  that  if  we  desire  others  to  keep  good  faith  with  us,  we 
must  keep  good  faith  with  them.  A  great  deal  has  been  said  against 
President  Buchanan  because  he  did  not  stop  the  rebellion  in  its  inci- 
pient state.  This  he  could  not  do  while  the  friends  of  Mr.  Lincoln  were 
exerting  themselves  to  bring  it  about.  But  suppose  he  had  attempt- 
ed to  reinforce  Fort  Sumter  and  thereby  brought  on  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities,  those  who  were  so  ready  to  find  fault  with  him 
would  have  said  that  if  he  had  let  the  matter  alone  it  could  have  been 
aU  settled  without  shedding  blood.  W,  H.  Seward,  who  it  was  known 
was  to  fill  the  place  of  Secretary  of  State  in  Lincoln's  cabinet,  said  in  a 
speech  delivered  by  him  at  the  Cooper  Institute  in  New  York,  a  short 
time  before  Buchanan's  term  expired:  "  There  need  be  no  apprehen- 
sion of  difficulties  with  the  South  -,  that  matter  will  all  be  fixed  up  in 
sixty  days."  And  President  Lincoln,  when  on  his  way  from  his  home 
in  Springfield  to  Washington  City,  in  every  speech  he  made  to* the  peo- 
ple who  collected  to  see  him,  when  noticing  the  subject  of  the  ap- 
proaching rebellion,  said  in  a  kind  of  mocking  way  :  *'  It  is  a  passing 
cloud ;  there  is  nobody  hurt  "  Had  President  Lincoln,  in  place  of  this 
useless  mockery,  said,  "I  have  been  elected  President  of  these  United 
States  by  a  party,  but  I  do  not  intend  to  be  partizan  President.  I  intend 
to  be  President  of  these  United  States ;  I  intend  to  take  an  oath  to  sup- 
port the  entire  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  to  observe  my 
oath  and  try  to  make  others  do  the  same.  All  laws  enacted  by  the 
Northern  States  in  conflict  with  the  Constitution  must  be  repealed.  I 
am  opposed  to  slavery  and  would  give  my  vote  against  its  extension  in 
my  own  State,  but  slavery  is  a  State  institution.  Congress  has  no  right 
to  meddle  with  it  in  the  States.  I  will  know  no  North,  no  South, 
and  the  rights  of  all  shall  be  equally  respected.''  Had  he  taken  this 
course,  does  any  person  suppose,  that  we  would  have  had  a  rebellion. 
When  passion  and  prejudice  shall  have  passed  away  and  the  honest 
historian  takes  his  pen  to  write  the  history  of  the  rebellion,  with  the 
causes  tldat  produced  it,  the  acts  and  motives  of  many  of  the  prominent 
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men  connected  with  the  al^r  will  be  viewed  in  a  very  drflferent  light 
from  what  they  are  now  viewed  from  the  Kadical  stand  point. 

The  Democracy  of  Pittsburgh^  still  clinging  to  the  hope  that  the  im- 
pending war  might  be  avoided,  called  a  meeting  in  the  City  Hall,  of 
the  fiiends  of  what  was  called  the  "Crittenden  Compromise  Measnre/' 
dnring  the  session  of  the  Peace  Congress,  but  so  great  was  the  violence 
of  the  Badical  party,  and  so  strong  was  their  determination  to  drive 
^e  South  into  rebellion,  that  no  expre^on  could  or  would  be  permit- 
ted to  be  given,  and  the  voice  of  the  Democracy  and  Conservative  Re- 
publicans of  Allegheny  county  was  silenc^  by  a  Republican  mob. 
Nothing  was  left  for  the  Democrats  but  to  go  into  the  war  to  save  the 
country,  a  war  which  they  had  no  hand  in  producing,  but  on  the  contrary 
had  made  every  effort  in  their  power  to  prevent.'  But  it  may  be  said 
that  a  majority  of  the  southern  people  were  Democrats,  and  that  be- 
cause they  rebelled,  consequently  the  Democratic  party  are  properly 
chargeable  with  the  rebellion.  This  argument  might  have  some  force 
had  not  the  southern  delegates,  with  Benjamin  F.  Butler  at  their  head, 
first  seceeded  &om  the  Democratic  National  Convention  at  Charleston, 
repudiated  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  the  Democratic  candidate,  and  like 
the  Bepublicans,  set  up  a  sectional  candidate  of  their  own  choice  in 
open  hostility  to  Ae  candidate  of  the  Democracy.  As  well  might  the 
Democratic  party  be  held  accountable  for  the  acts  of  General  Butler, 
who,  like  his  co-seceeders  prior  to  the  Charleston  Convention,  acted 
with  them.  In  fact  the  Republican  party  is  chiefly  composed  of  men 
who,  like  General  Butler,  once  were  Democrats,  but  left  that  party  for 
reasons  best  known  to  themselves.  Let  us  caU  to  mind  a  few  of  the 
grievances  they  labored  under  in  the  Democratic  party  ftom  wbich  iheir 
fine  sense  of  justice  and  honor  required  them  to  separate,  some  years 
back.  The  Democrats  refiised  to  persecute  the  Masons,  and  quite  a 
large  number  left  the  Democratic  party  on  that  account  and  organized 
what  was  called  the  Anti-Masonic  party.  Again,  not  a  few  left  the  Demo- 
crats because  they  refused  to  persecute  Foreigners  and  Catholics,  and 
they  formed  what  was  called  the  Know-Xothing  party;  and  quite  a 
number  left  the  Democratic  party  because  the  Democrats  refused 
to  organise  sectional  strife  for  the  purpose  of  persecuting  their  brethren 
of  the  South. 

All  of  these  factions  combined  with  the  remnant  of  the  old  Federal, 
more  recently  called  the  Whig  party,  formed  what  is  now  the  Repub- 
lican party.    That  portion  who  were  originally  Democrats  amount  to 
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about  three-fourths  of  their  number.  They  have  no  fixed  principles 
to  hold  them  together,  except  hatred  against  this,  to-day,  and  that,  to- 
morrow; one  day  they  are  ready  to  trample  under  foot  the  dearest  rights 
of  one  portion  of  the  community,  and  the  next  on  the  other  portion, 
regardless  of  all  law,  human  or  divine. 

To  talk  to  them  of  laws,  constitutions,  or  the  rights  of  minorities,  is 
sheer  nonsense.  They  are  only  governed  by  their  own  passions.  They 
hate  laws  and  constitutions,  and  when  they  obtain  power,  they  use  it 
for  the  purpose  of  persecution,  because  it  is  their  nature  to  do  so ;  and 
such  is  their  inconsistency,  that  they  are  ready  to  punish  persons  one 
day  with  the  greatest  severity,  for  some  crime,  real  or  supposed,  and 
the  next  they  are  guilty  of  the  same  crime  themselves.  At  one  time 
we  find  them  ready  to  destroy  persons  who  are  Masons,  because  of  their 
oath-bound  secret  organization,  and  in  a  short  time  we  find  the  same 
men  among  the  most  active  members  of  like  oath-bound  secret  organ- 
izations ;  in  fact,  a  large  portion  of  them  are  or  have  been  members  of 
Know-Nothing,  Union  League,  Grand  Army  of  the  Eepublic,  or  some 
of  the  many  oath-bound  secret  organizations  which  they  have  called 
into  existence.  This  is  a  sad  picture,  but  is  it  not  strictly  true  ?  Can 
a  party  so  corrupt  as  the  Republican  party  conduct  this  government 
much  longer  without  destroying  it  ? 

That  portion  of  the  Republican  party  who  are  of  the  Federal  school, 
have  a  fixed  principle,  and  that  is  a  centralized  power.  They  do  not 
desire  persecution  for  the  sake  of  persecution,  and  only  tolerate  it  for 
the  purpose  of  furthering  their  darling  object :  the  destruction  of  State 
rights  and  the  consolidation  of  this  into  one  centralized  government. 
The  rebellion  suited  their  purpose  better  than  any  thing  that  could 
have  occurred,  because  it  enabled 'them  to  cover  up  their  designs  for 
the  centralization  of  power  under  the  garb  of  hatred  to  the  rebels.  By 
this  course,  all  that  was  required  to  excuse  encroachments  was  to  say 
that  President  Johnson  favored  the  rebels,  and  that  completely  justified 
any  and  all  the  usurpations  on  the  executive  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment. In  like  manner  the  same  charges,  or  even  surmises,  against  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  would  make  it  the  duty  of  Congress  to 
encroach  on  the  power  of  the  Judiciary.  And  in  this  way  they  pro- 
ceed to  usurp  one  power  after  another.  The  government  of  the  States 
are  fast  disappearing  under  Republican  rule.  How  long  can  this 
government  maintain  its  present  form  under  the  management  of  such 
a  party  ?     But  suppose   that  armies  of  men   were  enlisted   with    the 
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understanding  that  they  were  to  fight  for  the  restoration  of  the  South- 
ern States  into  the  union,  with  all  their  established  institutions  unini- 
paired,  and  that  they  laid  down  their  lives  for  that  purpose,  how  will  it 
appear  in  history,  when  it  is  shown  that  the  lives  of  these  brave  men 
have  been  sacrificed  for  a  purpose  they  never  sanctioned,  and  never 
supposed  they  were  fighting  for. 

Had  the  Radical  party  told  the  people  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war  that  negro  suffrage  and  negro  supremacy  in  the  Southern  States 
was  the  object  of  the  war,  does  any  man  suppose  that  the  Northern 
white  soldiers  would  have  laid  down  their  lives  for  that  purpose  ?  Then 
if  they  have  been  slaughtered  to  bring  about  a  condition  of  things 
they  would  not  have  fought  for  and  never  desired,  what  a  terrible 
reflection.  Think  of  the  three  hundred  thousand  graves  of  Union 
soldiers  who  laid  down  their  lives  that  the  intent  of  the  war  be  accomplish- 
ed, as  expressed  in  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Congress  of  United  States, 
immediately  after  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  in  the  following  words  : — 

"  Resolved^  That  this  war  is  not  waged  on  our  part  in  any  spirit  of 
oppression,  or  for  any  purpose  of  conquest,  or  tor  interfering  with  the 
rights  or  established  institutions  of  these  States,  but  to  defend  and 
maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution,  and  to  preserve  the  dignity 
amd  rights  of  the  States  unimpaired,  and  that  as  soon  as  those  objects 
are  accomplished  the  war  ought  to  cease." 

At  last,  after  four  years  of  terrible  slaughter,  and  the  almost  complete 
desolation  of  the  Southern  country,  the  war  came  to  a  close,  and  the 
Southern  armies  surrendered.  Not  a  man  could  be  found  in  rebellion 
against  the  government.  Was  the  Union  then  restored?  Were  the 
States  allowed  to  come  back  into  the  Union  with  all  their  rights  and 
established  institutions  unimpaired?  How  has  the  solemn  pledge  of 
Congress  been  kept  ?  Not  a  single  sentence,  contained  in  these  solemn 
pledges  of  Congress,  have  they  pretended  to  live  up  to;  but  on  the 
contrary,  have  falsified  every  word  contained  therein.  The  Southern 
State  governments  were  then  in  existence.  But  let  us  see  how  Congress 
undertook  to  restore  the  Union.  We  find  on  page  567,  vol.  13,  of 
United  States  Statutes  at  Large^  by  authority  of  Congress,  a  resolution 
submitted  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States,  to  amend  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  follows  : 

"  Resolvedj  By  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled,  two-thirds  of  both 
houses  concurring,  that  the  following  article  be  proposed  to  the  Legis- 
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latures  of  the  several  States,  as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  which,  when  ratified  by  three-fourths  of  the  Legis- 
latures, shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  a  part  of  the  said 
Constitution,  namely,  Article  XIII. 

'  Section  1.  Neither  Slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude,  except  as  a 
punishment  for  crime,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted, 
shall  exist  within  the  United  States,  or  any  place  subject  to  their  juris- 
diction. 

*  Section  2.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  this  article  by 
appropriate  Legislation. 

*  Approved  February  1st,  1865.' " 

The  Southern  States,  by  their  legislatures,  ratified  this  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  as  soon  as  could  conveniently  be  done,  expecting  to 
be  admitted  immediately  thereafter  to  representation  in  Congress.  But 
no  such  thing.  The  Radicals  in  Congress  then  discovered  that  the  South- 
ern States  were  no  States  at  all,  but  simply  Territories,  subject  to  any 
legislation  Congress  might  impose  on  them,  regardless  of  the  resolution 
defining  the  object  of  the  war  and  the  action  of  the  State  sovereignity 
required  of  them  in  the  ratification  of  the  XIII  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  As  before  stated,  Congress  then 
commenced  to  legislate  the  so  called  territories  into  a  shape  to  suit 
their. purposes  by  what  is  called  the  reconstruction  act.  The  State  gov- 
ernments were  then  abolished,  and  the  so  called  territories  put  under 
military  control,  which  act  they  did  not  pretend  to  be  within  the  powers 
conferred  on  Congress  by  the  Constitution.  In  these  revolutionary 
measures  they  vseem  to  dread  no  consequences  in  freeing  the  negroes;  they 
were  willing  to  sacrifice  any  number  of  white  soldiers;  to  create  a 
national  debt  almost  beyond  the  power  of  this  government  to  pay;  and 
now  after  the  negroes  are  free  they  must  place  them  to  rule  over  the 
white  people  of  the  South.  They  have  built  up  governments,  not 
according  to  the  will  of  the  people,  but  according  to  the  will  of  Con- 
gress, disfranchising  the  white  race  on  the  ground  that  they  had  been 
concerned  in  the  rebellion,  and  enfranchising  the  negroes.  This  is 
their  plan  of  restoring  the  Union,  according  to  the  resolutions  af  Con- 
gress, with  all  the  established  institutions  of  the  States  unimpaired. 

But  this  is  not  all.  When  Congress  found  they  could  not  use  that 
brave  man,  President  Johnson,  to  further  their  vile  schemes,  they  com- 
menced usurping  the  powers  of  the  Executive,  and  then  undertook  to 
impeach  him  because  he  stood  like  a  tower  of  strength  in  the  defense 
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of  tlie  Constitution.  The  same  course  has  been  ptfflRfed  toward  that 
upright  officer,  Hon.  Hugh  McCullough,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
when  they  found  that  his  honest  reports  showed  an  increase  of  the 
public  debt,  and  that  he  could  not  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  hiding 
their  waste  of  the  public  money  by  the  machinery  of  the  reconstruction 
act,  military  governments,  Freedmea's  Bureau,  and  a  thousand  other 
means  of  usless  expenditures,  by  which  the  people's  money  is  swallowed 
up  by  these  parasites.  They  annoy  and  embarrass  him  in  every  way  in 
their  power ;  likewise,  when  they  commenced  to  usurp  the  powers  of  the 
Judiciary,  they  charged  some  of  our  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  with 
the  terrible  offense  of  saying  they  doubted  the  constitutionality  of  the 
reconstruction  act.  Thus  they  attempt  to  justify  their  usurpations  of 
the  powers  of  the  other  branches  of  the  government  by  these  false  and 
futile  allegatiors,  which  seem  to  satisfy  the  corrupt  party  they  repre- 
sent. One  thing  more  is  necessary  to  complete  the  picture.  That  is, 
to  elect  Greneral  Grant  to  the  Presidency,  then  get  up  a  war  between 
the  whites  and  the  negroes  in  some  suitable  location.  I  think  Tennessee 
would  answer  for  that  purpose.  Arm  the  negroes,  the  militia  as  Brown- 
low  calls  them;  let  them  slaughter  a  few  thousand  of  the  white  people. 
This  will  bring  in  some  whites  from  Kentucky  and  the  free  States  to  de- 
fend their  race,  and  a  pretext  will  thereby  be  furnished  for  Congress  to 
declare  martial  law,  and  make  G-eneral  G-rant  Dictator.  One  more  step 
is  wanted  to  create  an  empire  on  the  ruins  of  this  once  great  and  hap- 
py Republic,  then  will  the  mission  of  Radical  Republicanism  be 
finished.     Let  us  hate  peace. 

"Fair  Play." 
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